4 » W 5 
8 > ' 9 ' 8 
w bd a, oy 
« o . - 4 : 
4 75 81 ” 1 
oy r | 4 


All His non 8 * 8 EN NA OR 87 | a 


\ 


PE nt Ae Wy 3: eh 


All other Eine and STATES! | 
8 whatſoever, under Heaven, a 


& * E* + „ 


By: a FIR Subſect of; che fir 3 8 . 
— and a fincere Frlenq xd che oy 5 | 
EDWA RD EEWALE,”,” 


a 2d — ——— 


* * oy e — * . 3 * — 
X . 1 * * 17 * a %s - f * n ö 8 1 : k 
f * a , , | 1 ” 4 . 8 
I is to work; 
* 1 , . 6 * - "£ . . 2 ' - — 
AN 5 7 ; ol ORR 4 | 


* F — ” 8 — 8 r TY 
ö x < * . a 
* : * 8 * 4 = 3s L p N 0 
9 - N * - A ,. off" * 


1 „ „ - xinted for ile Nthag and Sold 754 Nov 


„W ene reer NS 


£ 


* 
* 
* 7 * 2 4 
* — * 
itil. ä * i 2 4 N 
wy < F T 
. . 


— 


A Declaration, & c. 
IRST of all, declare againſt youall, 
for. offering to intermeddle or .con- 
cern your ſelves with any of your 
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Subjects about any Matters that are purely,” 


religious, and relate only to their Belief, as 


praying, n pping, and ado» 


Ting God. I ſhall c 


I to ſhe by what Authority you do theſe 
Things, and "who gave you this Authority 
fen? If it be from | 
Heaven, I will give up the Cauſe to you: 

ou Mall 


— 
- 


E it from Heaven, or of 


but if it be from Men, I expect y 


ſhall yield it up, how ſweet focver ir be, 
never claim it nor practice it henceforth for © 


eve 1. — 


and Ireland, I challenge thee out r 8 
Place, as 


ture Res 


? 


if well to bring with me, and that 33 


lenge you all ſeveral 


i 
j 


| 
x 


5 along with thee, 


nal Weapons with me, beſides t 
Tioned ones, then bring as many of thy Red- 
—uards with thee as will fade the Park, 

if thou pleaſeſt. But as the Prophets of ol 
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4 every wiſe and good Man will agree with 


me, that he Voice of Reaſon is the Voice of 
G69, and therefore moſt fit and glorious” 


Weapons for us to manage our piritual 


Fight and Warfare withal. 
It thou feareſt to meet fuch an old- faſhiond 
Man as J am thyſelf alone, or rather feareſt 


chy Cauſe, that it will not bear the Teſt of 
Scripture "and Reaſon, then bring two. or 


three, or twenty or thirty, or twenty thou- 
fand, or thirty thouſand of the Ta 


Or if thou miſtrüßteſt m eden any car- 


aforemen- 


have taught me not to fear Men whoſe Breath 
is in their Noftrils, and the holy Prophet eſis 
bath excellently inculcated the ſame Doc- 
trine, bidding me not fear them which can kill. 


be Bodyonly, but have no Power to kill the Soul; 


hut has bid me fear God. I will tell you, ſays he, 


| | 8 ; : ; obo Je ſhall fear; fear God, who can kill both 
08. Body and Soul; 
it 1 ſhould be dilpo 5 to Lear either the 


J ſay unto you, fear him. Now 
Black-Guards or —— Red-Guards, I muſt 


- confeſs it would be the former much more 


than the latter; far the latter many of em 


R 8 have in ſome meaſure learnt that good. and 
8 admirable Doctrine and Precept of that tru- 


1y honeft and religious Man John the Bapti 
88 ao Violence to 0 e, and * content 2 
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Þ But the 4 . done quite the reverſe 33 
5 by me, and by many others beſides me; for 
us. | *Þcy have caus'd my Books to he ſciz'd, 
al which are my Right and my. Property | 
have — rg me to be taken aut 1 
4 -Shop, and from my Buſineſs, and jed me be- 
fore Magiſtrates, in order that I mi ht be 
af ent to Priſon; but the Magiſtrate had more 
* Humanity than they had, and would ver 
* commit 14 to Prifoh. 7 
ds But ſoon afterwards I was ſummon'd to 
3 N at Stafford Aſſes, to take my Tryal 
_— | * there; * they 70 'drawn up 4 _ 
— Indi ment againſt near as big as half a 
EY Door, and that worthy Perſon jalge Denton 
rk . Vas f0 full of Humanity and good Temper, } 
bd that he gave me leave to plead to the In Fi 
th. dictment myſelf, which I did for about the- 
ſus Quarters of -an Hour; and after I had made 
8 my Defence, and vindicated what I hack 
Ma wrote in my Bock to be the plain Truth f 
sf God, and founded upon the facred firſt Com- 
he mandment of God, Thou fbalt have no-other 
"th Gods but me, (the Juſtices and Jury not liking,  - 
o the Proſecution, the Judge anos me ix 
the open Court, and I was deliver'd out of then 
wit | Hands. Therefore, O King, as thou art ace- 
re counted one of the greateſt rinces in Europbo, 
em ſo I think it will not conſiſt with thy Reputa- 
nd: ion to bring any of the Black-Guards witd 
ches z no, nor if they are white and black, !!x— 
_ cept thou lay thy Commands upon chem, and. 
r kd * of Honour that they ſhall not 
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hurt me with any carnal Weapons, nor ſo 
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much as injure one Hair of my Head, or of 
my Beard: For as I have falt ſomething of 
their rapacious Claws, tearing away my 


Books from me, (which I wrote in Defence 
of God's ſacred Law,) and hauling me be- 


fore Magiſtrates and Courts of Judicature, 


tho? I had injured no Man, but wrote the 
| plain Truth, as I believe, ſo I think the above 


reliminary is nothing but reaſonable. = 
For my blefled Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 


given me a wiſe Caution, ſaying, Beware of 

* thoſe which come to you in Sheeps Clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening Wolves; ye ſhall 
know them by their Fruits; do Men gather. 
Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles? ſo that 
if 1 feel the Paw of the Wolf, the Tyger 
and Bear, tearing away my Goods from me, 
or taking me frgm my Wife, myChildren, and 


Family, I know then aſſuredly that it is not 


the Foot of the Lamb, for he will not hurt nor 
dgeſtroy in all his holy Mountain, but it is evi- 
dently the Marks or Paws of ſome rapacious 
Creature; ſo.that my dear Lord's Rule was, 
is, and ever will be the beſt in the World to 
diſcover 'em by, viz. by their Fruits ye ſhall 
kngwy them. For as in the Days of Chriſt, and 
in every Age, ſince, down to this Time, it 
has been the darling Practice of Hirelings to 
perſecute thoſe that are innocent and ſincere, 
io where they have Power what direful in- 
buman Work is made in moſt of the Nations 
round about us, and even here in our .]eͤ n 
T 
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4 - 


„ 


ho, I leave all hon 


| chuſe or nominate an Elder, Paſtor, Biſhop, 
Overſeer, Presbyter, Teacher, c. for me-, 


„% ö ⅛ œ—ul[sßßLII , F.iAT Rh... Rs i ond 


U RR 
Nation. Many yet living can remember the 
horrid Perſecutions that were done in the 


( Arolian and Facbbian Days, when ſo man 


of the Priſons in England were fill'd with 
Thouſands of Quakers and Baptiſts, and o- 
ther Diſſenters, who were pious and inno— 
cent People, and ſuffer'd only upon the ac- 


count of Religion. : | 


Now, O King, conſider, I beſeech thee, 
that theſe perſecuting Prieſts could never have 
worried the innocent Sheep to ſuch adreadful 
Degree, had not the foremention'd Kings 
uſurp'd an Authority which God never gave 


them, nor thee, nor any of thy Brother 


Kings upon the Earth. Indeed you are cal- 


led Chriftians, and thou King, Defender of 


the Faith, and another the moſt Chriſtian 


King, and 

bat: Dove juſtly theſe Titles quadrate with. 

your Practices, if by your Fruits we muft know 
zoneſt Men to judge. 

ut my Lord and King, for ſo I on thee 


in all temporal Things, be pleas'd to tell me, 


if thou canſt, where Jeſus Chriſt ever gave thee 


-- 
o 
* 


or any of thy Royal Brethren, Authority ta | 


any more than I have to chuſe one for thee, 
or for any of them, which I readily confeſs is 


none at all. For this Matter of chuſing an 43 


Elder, Paſtor, Sc. or what Religion I wil: 


be of, or in What Manner I worſhip God, is 
of a ſpiritual Nature, and concerns my Faith; _— 


1 8 


another the moſt Catholick, r. 


e il be Geste and che re- 
fore, as neither George, King « Great Britain 


nor Luis King of France, nor 


1—— 


Nlilip King of Spain, nor any of the reſt, can 
i _ __ .anfwer for: SES great diſcriminating 
Day, when judge ould, 
[: . Man erz . I mines, "ha 


gr 3 Pe, 


| 4 ſhould: . * 
HFave not La natural 
Anto the World wich 
1 be Way-which I am 
- Fart and Conſcience is 


==? > 
worſhip God 


reeable to his 


divine Will? and haft thou, O King, or any 
other Perſons upon Earth, any. Authority 


. from God, of from 
| — this Liberty? ſeeing I injure- no but 
2 Ip olive: ceably in the, State, and in all tem- 
poor cm 8 cd concenn the Civil Society; 
ta every Ordinance of Man for the 
x re from Ar who-art King upon the 
down to the meaneft Conftable in the 
; rendering to. Cægqar the Things: that. are 
= Cala, hut unts God the T hings s that are God's, 
Ws and ſure'it wi ll be moſt unjuſt uble in Ode" 

i © uo require or-defire any m T. 


C 


But if thou or thy Brethren, "Nebuehads 


ovens like; N require me to worlhip, 
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Lan <> I ſaid before, 


fuaded in 5 own 


Chriſt, to abridge me of 
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— en ee and dilobey God, I trust the 

God of caven and Eerth, 

3 55 
thren are but as Graſs-hoppers, will give me 
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ta 


any thing which I think is.not God, er cn 


y. Conſcience, where 


trary to 1 


Courage enough to anſwer, thee as m 


beloved Brethren then did, vi. 0 Nebu- . 


chadnezzar, we careful ta anſwer thes 
in this Matter; if it 3 we 


ſerve is able to deliver us. from the borning-hoy 


N and he wag RE us out of in 


N 
ou ue O baly and glorious Tr 
Perſons, hut ane in Will yo heu- 


union, to. lay darum their Lives to the myſt d,. 
wic ken King in all the | 
or - the: Honour gu N "i 


ful Death that the mo 
ot could 8 fra 
eO ON ing aud trua n 
Now, my Roya Friend, "tell me, Li 
treat thee, had not Nebuchadaegaor. al 


— 4 
bing had g- 
rivity, be. 
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ther as much Authority, with his yon aig e 


and Counſellors; . to make this Lay in ſpiri- 
tual Things as thou 225 thy Bebe 
Leuis, Pi, 3 * 1 Charles of 
Leno, n Kamen nn . Ns 


ES 2 10 19 | | 
other Kings or States under Heaven, chat i is; 
none at all: And it is worthy for thee to re- 
mark a few Lines in a Letter which thy late 

. Father King George wrote in Behalf 

perſecuted Brethren of mine in Po- 

Jand, f. the Aalen of which Country the Net 
rit of the Lord was departed from, an 

evil Spirit, that is, a we Spirit 2 

the Devil troubled em; in order to 

lay or remove that evil 8 irit, - the Brave and 


| - Royal George wrote to bis Brother the Kin 8 


of Poland. 
The Nene of this Ro Letter is an 


| Honeſt open Teftimony from a King, againſt all 


the Kings under Heaven that violate Liberty. 
That in in all ſpiritual Things. hieb concern 
our Faith and Worſhip of God, our Salva- 
tion and future geate, our Conſciences are 
not ſubject to any Kings upon Earth, but to 
God alone, and to none but him; and what-- 
ſoever King he be that breaks throu uph thi 4 
Boundary of Conſcience, be is in Re 
againſt God, and acts in the Jownright Spi- 
kit of Antichriſt. 25 
For Chriſt Barth bidsws calf; no Man Fu. 


ber here on Earth, for one is your Father, even 
God. And in another Place he bids us 8 
0 Man Maſter, for one is our Maſter, even a 
: From: hence 1 deduce this natural Infe- | 
renee, that we are not to take our religious 
_ -Sentiments from Men, but from God, that 
is, from the Manifeſtations: of God's x 
: lit 
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Spirit in our Hearts; a Meaſure whereof is 
ven to every Man under Heaven, to profit 

withal ; ſo that neither Popes nor Councils 
Prelates. nor Prieſts, Convocations nor Aſa, 
ſamblies of Divines, no, nor Kings nor Par- 
liaments, have any Authority in Matters that 
are map religious, to preſcribe Creeds, or —Þ} 
Faiths, or Modes of amy but Reli- 1 
gion ought to be free, and not forced. Chriſt 
Wants not, neither does he ever require an 
preſs'd Men into his Kingdom; but all his 
true Followers are Volunteers, and will fol- 
low him gladly, freely, and willingly: Not 
for filthy Lucre, but for the intrinſick Goods 
neſs and Excellency of his Life and Doctrine; 
which makes it manifeſt that he is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life, and that no one 
can come to the Father but by him, that is, 
by that pure and righteous Doctrine which 
God gave him to teach Mankind, and what- 
ſoever People there is on the Earth, whe- 
ther they ever heard of Chriſt or not; yet 
if they do thoſe Things which he taught, 
whether they know em by natural or re- 
veal'd Religion, yet if they bring forth Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs in their Lives, ſubduing 
their inordinate, Affections, and ſuppreſſing 

all their unreaſonable Luſts and Paſſions, lov- 
ing, ſerving, and adoring the great Creator 

of all Au happy, happy will be their 
State, for they will certainly hear the joy -  Þ} 
ful Sound of, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, e Þ 
have been faithful in a few Things, I will ij 


9 - * 
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0 God, and breaking through the Ties of 
Humanity, ſeizing, and | priſoning, and finigg, 


—— x ů 
— * — * 
„ 47 ol aw” 


8 "_ _ 
ks * 


. Ats..4 
* 
* 
- 


Hae the leaft diptꝰin this Hell-Work, of 
any King that T Have heatd of in all ch. 
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| bu what i is it that draws you into this 
kalte 


ter, as 5 verily believe it is yet that will ny 
de, Prieſt-rid, and want Courage. 


Lord over Tas Things; met T7 imo 
Ihe) oy of your Lord. 

7 Tow, my great and Royal Friend, 
cel me, I pray thee,” what ugly, haughty, 
proud, arora Spirit is it that induceth 
yoo Kings to deprive our Subjects of their 

igious iber to ſerve and worſhipGod 
. — to the Dictates of their own Con- 7 
fciences, yea, oftentimes violating the Laws 


and ſome of yous! tentimes killing your Sub- 
2 purely upom account of Religion. 
ſs thou art the freeſt, and thy 


2 2 


Earth, and bleſſed and praiſed be the God 
- Heaven, that hath pes; thine Eyes ſo 


> ain %. ax: ae is. 


ork; is it to pleaſe yourſelves, to 


grieve your Subjetts, aa cut. Their Hearts? | 
r 1s not rather (f ak. truly) to pleaſe your 
Hireling Prieſts. „but if it be the lat- 


= ah al 


means excuſe you, but rather ſhews you tõ 


Thy great Predeceſſor King Vini 1 Pere the 
lorious William; when ches Prieſts 
Join d by ſome Diſſenters too, ſollicited bi 
to perſecute the Socinians, a people that bes 
gan to ſee a few of thoſe monſtrous Doctrines 
85 = Tranſubſtantiation, abſolute Elec 
tion, . infinite Satisfacti 
imputed 


my * -, = 221 


* 


— +4 2 3 
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in imputed Righteouſneſs, making the moſt 
ad. digh God, the holy One of 1/rae}, to be 
or a Plurality of Perſons, and making God 
; * to have a Couple of Equals, and ſome more 
5 ſuch Jargon as above, ) but his generous Soul, 
504 that had breathed in a freer Air, gave them 
1 this truly Chriſtian and couragious Anſwer, 


That he would not do the Prieſts Drudgery. 
Now, if thou wouldſt but endeavour. to 

infuſe that noble Principle into thy Royal 

Brethren abroad, what Good wouldſt thou do 


to Mankind; how ſoon then would all their 


abſurd Doctrines, and that Hell- born Practice 


of Perſecution and Inquiſition, tumble down 


to the Ground, and all the vain Inventions 
of Men that are ſet up inſtead of God's ſa- 
cred Commandments, fall as Dagon did be- 
fore the Ark of God. „ 5 


And in order to free Mankind fork the 


Burden of Prieſts, give me leave to tell thee, . 


O King, what is the Ground or Cauſe of that 
et murdering unchriſtian Practice of Perſecution, - 
I by and that is Money, which is the Root oft 
JI allEvil, and has ever been ſo: The Bleſſed 
110 BF Jeſus knew it full well, and therefore bid 
t tte is Diſciples take heed, and beware of Co- 
a vetouſneſs; for he regarded that ſacred Law 
of God, the tenth Commandment, Thou 


19 ſhalt not cover, &c, th 
And when he ſent his Diſciples to preach, 
he warn'd em not to take Money with em, 


leer bur be content with ſuch Things as People 
= freely gave them, and ſet before them; but 
| ae BYE 2 : | B 208 24 / £ not 


5 1. 44 
not to force any one to give em any thing, 
becauſe the People every where were to 
Judge whether they were true Miniſters of 
Chriſt, or pretended ones; and if they 
- Judged them true Servants of Chriſt, they 
would always give them ſuch Things as 
they needed; To that when Chrift asked 
them at their Return, what lacked ye? they 
 anſwer'd we lacked nothing. Neither will 
the true Labourers in Chriſt's Vineyard ever 
want; for God will move the Heart of one 
or another to give to em ſuch Things as are 
needfull if they be faithful to him, and have 
the real Honour of God, and the Advance- 
ment of Chriſt's Kin dam, which 1s the 
© _ Good of Mankind, at Heart; then for cer- 
_ "tain he will never leave them nor forſake them. 
And whilſt the true Diſciples of Chrift 
followed their wiſe Maſter's excellent Rules, 
they never. became Perſecutors, but quite 
the reverſe, for they were often perſecuted; 
For they remember d their Maſter's Words, 
and how the Prieſts had perſecuted him to 
Death; and that whoſcever would live godly in 
| Ibis preſent World, muff ſuff 
tthat no ſuch Thing was known, for two ar 
! "three Ages after Chriſt, as one Chriſtian 
ſecuting another Chriſtian about Religion, 
till the Days of thy ! Brother Con- 
antine; who taking great fat Benefices ei- 
ther from the Pagan Prieſts or others, and 


s, the latter ſoon became ſo fullof Pride, 
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er Perſecution. So | 


giving them to the pretended Chriſtian 


1 HS - : 4 
Envy, Hatred, and Malice, one againf{ a- : 
nother, that it was hard to ſay which of the 
two was worſt; and that meek and lowly, 
harmleſs ind inoffenfive Spirit of the lovely 
and bleſſed Jeſus, which ſo much adorn'd. 
the. Lives of the Apoſtles and 2 Diſ- 
eiples, was very farely to be found 
For, my Royal Friend, thou mayeſt eaſi- 

ly obſerve how ſoon, and to what a W 
Tide and Ambition ſwell'd the Men one 
againſt the other, baniſhing one another, 
thirſting after high Titles, Oc. till at laſt f 
Popery began to put forth its filthy Head 
Whereas the humble Jeſus told his Diſci ng 


ples, that the Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe, 
Authority one over another, &c, but, ſaid he, 
it ſhall not be ſo with vou; for. whoſoever wi | 
be greateſt among you, let him he Servant of all. _ 
No. doubt thou canft cafily ſce what was 
the Spring of that Monſter Perſecution, and 
conſequently how to ſtop it agaig, that it n: 
ver may hurt any of thy Subjects more: Thy 
ſo doing will render thee moſt amiable ian 
the Sight of all thy wiſe and faithful Subs 
Jects, who not only profeſs, but poſſeſs the 
true Chriſtian Principles, who have learnt to 


love one another, and that wha | 7 
that Men ſhould do to ns, to do tikewiſe. © 
And now, great Kipg, conſider, if this 
be a right Ru oe the ſa-> © 4 
cred Law and the Prophets, as I believe ir 
is; and as 1 told thee befote, that the Vogt 
H Reaſon is the Voice of God, and fh 


and give Ear, O ye Princes of the 


Phraim, neither let Ephraim envy Judah; and 


bg [16] 
with thoſe ſpir e ns only we were 
to Encounter, I now challenge thee, and all 


thy Princes, thy Nobles, Judges, Counſel- 
lors, and Senators, to tell me, what Reaſon 


you can give why ſo many Thouſands of 
thy true and faithful Subjects, who ſincerely 
love thee and thy Royal Family in their 
Hearts; and thou, O King, and. all thy 
Princes and Senators know 1t in your own 
Conlciences that they are ſuch, and that 


their Deeds have made it manifeſt: I mean 
all Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


Why, I fay, are all theſe debarr'd from 


ſerving thee, and from ſerving their Coun- 
try, ſeeing they are Men of Probity, fearing 
God and hating Covetouſneſs as much as o- 


thers, and yet have an undeſerved Diſgrace 
and Contempt put upon them, as if they were 
unworthy to ſerve their King and Country, 


except they will fall in with out ward Cere- 
montes and Inventions of Men, in Matters 


that are of a religious Nature, and do not at 
all concern the Civil Society and Government. 
Is this doing as you would be done by? 


Is this obeying the precious Rule laid down | 


by both the Prophet Moſes and the holy 
Prophet Jeſus? Is this acting conſonant to 
the eternal Laws of Reaſon? or is it not 
the reverſe ? Hearken, O King, 1 * thee, 

nd, and 
Senators thereof. I Reaſon be the Voice of Goa, 
be not diſobedient, and let not Judah vex E- 


— -- * 


2 


ſerving thee and hep 
 Overt-acts of Rebell 


1 . 
not only ſo, but let little Benjamin he brought 
in again, and let not @ Tribe be oft or left ous 
in Iſrael: I mean the Papiſts; for I would 
not have one of thy Subjects exempted from 

2 except by 
n or Injuſtice they for- 
feit their native Rights, which every Man 
that is born in the Land ought to enjoy. Is 


it not Righteouſneſs that exalteth a Nation? 


and is not Sin and Injuſtice a Reproach to 
any People And what, I pray you, is grea- 
ter Injuſte than to admit, one particular 


Sect only to bear Offices under the Govern- 


ment, and all the other Sects to be debarr'd 
from ft, altho' they ſhould be a third Part 


of the Nation, and well known to be as ho- 
neſt, ſober, religious Men as any in the Na- 
tion, and tru b riends to their King and 
Country; and I will appeal to your own 
Breaſts, -and/to the Witneſs of your own 


Conſciences, if it be not as I have ſaid. 


O ye Rulers of the People, I call Heaven 
and Earth to witneſs againſt you this Day, 
that you have done Evil in the Sight of God, 


by your interweaving ſpiritual Things a- 


mongſt your temporal Affairs. | 


Is it not moſt ridiculous that one Man, 
who will have his Child fign'd with a Croſs 
upon its Face or Back, and will take Bread 


and Wine kneeling, ſhall be admitted or 


ualified to ſerve in all Offices, tho' he does 
not ſo muchas pretend to any divine Command 
tor either croſſing or kneeling ; and another | 
hel” 3.3 P Man, 


do inſtitute his own Ordinances, without the 


AE Le | 

Man, finding no divine Precept for either, 
looks upon che former as a Piece of Popiſh 
© erf, or at leaſt as a needleſs Ceremo- 
ny, and thinks that Chriſt was wiſe enough 


vain Inventions of Men; and as he finds that 
Chriſt. neither commanded croſſing nor 
kneeling, ſo he thinks it beſt to follow 
Chriſt, and take the Bread and the Wine in 
aà Table-Pofture, as he did, Mark xiv. 18. 
And as they ſat and did eat. Now becauſe 
this honeſt Man thus uprightly olloweth 
Chriſt in this religious Affair, according to 
the beſt of his Knowledge, and cannot bow 
down or conform to what he takes to be no- 
thing elſe but mere Popiſh human Inven- 
tions, he muſt be debarr d from ſerving. his 
King and Country, and lie under an unjuſt 
Reproach or Contempt, as it were, as if 
not fit to bear Office in his Country. 
Hear me, O King, and ye Nobles and 
Senators of the Land, true Nobility con- 
ſiſteth in noble Actions, not in Titles; and 
true Patriotiſm conſiſteth in equally admi- 
niſtring Juſtice and Judgment in a Land, but 
this is quite the reverſe, I know of no Way 
that we can recommend ourſelves to the 
Blefling and Favour of God, the Fountain 
of all Wiſdom, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and 
Truth; but by doing juſtly, loving Mercy, and 
. walking humbly with God; but inſtead of thus 
doing Jutly, ehold ye do unjuſtly by your: 
Fellow-Subjects, in doing by them as = 


= 00 eee rg 


e a8” Y 


C197] 
would not they ſhould do to you for Tank 
ſure ye would not be — ag they ſhould | 
debar you. | 
- And inſtead of loving: Mercy, you love 
Cruelty and Unrighteouſneſs, not ſuffering; 
your Fellow-Subjcets. to partake of the Be⸗ 
nevolences of their King and Country, (al- 
tho! they equally deſerve a. Share, ) / except: 
they. will Mod, by _— Obnſciences, an 
ſin againſt God, Pepi fe with. nber + 
they think che —5 "Pe ventions: of - 
Men. Bur if they: with be infincere, and 
2 their Conſciences, and lick up 
opiſh Relicks, and keep away from the 
Worſhi — of thoſe that are more 
conſcientious, and conſequently far better 
Subjects chan tlitmſclves, then they 5 
bear Offices indeed. 

But What Officers ſuch are like to make, 
and how likely to ſerve their King an 
Country faithfully, who ſerved God — | 
faithfully, I leave _— honeſt virtuous Mam 
under Heaven to jud 

For inſtead 7 W ing g bai, God God, 
and traly with him, this 1s w | 
with God, and falſely with him, TS is cer- 
tainly very abominable in his Sight. 84 

For if any Man think he ought᷑ to uſe __ 0 
Ceremonies of Croſſing or Kneeling, . ha 
doubtleſs ought to have free Liberty to uſe 


em; but by the ſame Parity of eaſon, x | 


wholdever thinks he ought not to uſe em, 
ought to have the like free Liberty to len 


1 
* . 
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16 
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"ni 40 
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8 [ 20 ] | 
'em alone. This is the true Liberty of the 
"Goſpel, and this is our native Rights, and 
„ = will ye deprive us of em, and debar 75 
us from the true and natural religious Li- 75 
berties of Mankind. 5 ö 
I the rather direct this Part of my Decla- R 
ration to you Nobles and Senators of the 
Land, believing you are more culpable in bl 


this Matter than my Lord the 1 7 for I F. 


am apt to think that ſometimes his Bowels ft; 
earn, and he is ready to relent over that G 
Part of his Subjects who he knows love him _ 
in their Hearts as well as any of his other W 
Subjects, and yet have been ſo long, ſo * 
—— len „hardly, unjuſtly, and unreaſon- H 
ably uſed. N72 
N y ry if I may ſpeak the Truth, as I love ” 
to let my Mouth be the true Inſtrument of ec 


my Heart, I am ready to think that you 
Legiſlators have not done this ſo much to G 
8 yourſelves, as to pleaſe a Company of o 
Prieſts, and Arch-Prieſts, and Bigots, when ki 
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they uſed to raiſe the common Cry, The C 

Church is in Danger. Have I told the Truth ar 
| or no? if I have, than now by this Time, I 01 
f hope, you are come to a bolder, braver, and TD 
; berter Spirit than you were when thoſe falfe tt 
va and Popiſn Cries fill'd your Ears. And that or 
1 now nothing ſhall divert you from turning G 
1 your Minds 70 do juſtly, to love Mercy, and to D 
Wh. wall humbly with God; or, in other Words, be 
1 to do as the good old Prophet Moſes taught, ne 


to love the Lord your God with all your Hen 5 
: . | an 
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„ 
and with all your Soul, and with your Strength; 
Thou ſhalt not avenge or bear any Grudge nk 
the Children of thy People, but thou, ſhalt love 
thy Neighbour as thyſelf; I am the Lord, Liv. 
xix. 18. that is, I am the Lord that have a 
Right to command you to do ſo. 
beſcech thee, O King, and all ye No- 
bles and Senators, every one, circumciſe the- 
Foreskin of your Hearts, and be no more 
ſift-neck*d ; For the Lord your God is God of 
Gods, and Jehovah of Lords, a great God, a 
mighty and a terrible, which regardeth not Per- 
ſons, nor taketh Rewards, but loveth Juftice 
and Truth; let his Fear come over your 
Hearts, and regard Equity more than all 
the Prieſts and unſcriptural unreaſonable Ce- 
remonies in the World; adminiſter Juſtice 
equally to all the People in the Lande. 
Then may ye ſafely put. your Truſt in 
God ; ſor in the Lord Jehovah is de 4 
Strength, and he will bleſs you in your Baſ- 
ket and in your Store, and in all your pious 
Conſul. ations that are defigr'd for his Glory, 
and for the Good, Comfort, and Happineſs 
of all the People ffom Sea to Sea, and from 
Dan even to Beerſbeba That every Soul in 
the Nation (none excepted) from the Epif- 
coparian even to the Papiſt, may all fear 
God, and honour the King, and pay all our 
Dues to him equally and truly, and not one 
be excluded from ſerving - him in Faithful - 
neſs, in Honeſty, in Truth and Uprightneſs, 4 
and with a ſincere Heart, allowing Free- 
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perſect Freedom, to 


every Man, to) 
perſwaded in his own. 3 is 
ble to his ſacred Will; and mes 
all of us ſit under our own Vines and Fi 
trees, eating — — 5 own. 1 35 
none making us at ſo we may live 
in Love and Peace with one another, and 
then we may aſſure ourſelves, if we conti- 
nue ſo to 45 that the God of Love and 
Regce. will be wich us. 
But if ye bear any Gradge og againſt the 
Children of your̃ P do not love: 
your Neighbours as yourſelves, but are pars 
tial cowards chem, debarring them of 
common Rights and Privileges, either Civil 
or Religious, this Practice is utterly unlaw- 
| _ and unjuſtifiable in the Sight-of God 
| U goed: Men; Therefore you will find: 
TS 2 — yea, ten thouſand Times 3 
do live and act in Obedience to the pur | 
* j Will of God, not afurping t — our 
ves any Authority Which belongs pour 
nor nor depriving the People of che reli gious 
berties Privileges which belong to 
| rhom to ſerve God according to their up- 
right Conſciences,/ and never injure them in 
their Civil Liberties on that Account. 
But if you will not hear me now, nor re- 
my Adyice, to turn your Feet to walk 
in the right Ways of God, to fear him and 
— obey him, when you come to die, you will 
3 * _ woubled Hearts with. 


— worſhip: God in that W 
he is 
moſt 


— 7 ** 
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_ with 
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11 ; 
with all your Souls you had heatker'd 10 
him that created you, and not rejected the 
faithful Admonitions of your * Fellow 
Creature. For I will tell you the perfect 
Truth; I turned my careful Thoughts ta 
know the Mind of God, and co obey: him, 
as he made it plain to me, not regar 
who it would pleaſe or diſpleaſe, taſhion- 
able or unfaſbionable, nor to heed the vain 
Inventions of Men that had corrupted. 
ſelves, and departed from the precious Law 
of God, the ten Commandments, making 
the holy One of Iſnael to be a day one's of 
Perſons, bowing down'to Images | 
vainly by che. Peerleſs Name — — 
high God, even in common Difcourles, 
breaking his holy Sabbath, re ke re that 
facred feventh Day which God bleſſed and 
2 and doing if 
up another Day in its ſtead, which hey: 15 
ba deviſed out of their own proud: | 


bk. of 
2 


8 SAN NET ian 


high ; and this naturally led them to: 

ws _ Regard I other 199 — ths 
e ten Were ev ven for 

bn Good of Man. ts | 


8 


clear Sight of their Sins; EN becauſe 1 
choſe his Ways, and refuſed: Mens Ways, 


Preſumption; 8 


{ 


as Ferobaam did, fet= 
. and all in flat Contradiction is 
the four firſt Commandments of God 2 KN 

So the Lord God of Hea ven. Sve me 2 9 — ll 


and walked in the Laws of God, and mind * 49 
ed not the Laws or Inventions of Men in 
n of 9 — at their 
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ö -Preſumption; therefore the Lord ſhed his 
| Kuo; upon me, and- filled -my Heart with 


Ta}. 


2075 and made me to ſin wi the Spirit, 


| with Underſtanding alſo, and to 555 M. 

0 dis everlaſting Almighty Name, _— to 7 Js Ht 
as his Servants of old did, for be is'g 1 
His Mercy endures. throughout all foe rom wi 

- Generation to Generation. Praiſed, adored, MW T. 
and ,magnified be - his his. Name for ever- Or 
more, and grant that I may bear my Teſti- the 
mom faithfully for him, and for his ſacred I eſt 
ten Commandments, to the End of my Life. for 

8o if you alſo will turn your Feet to walk tha 
in the Laws of God, and in tlie moſt care- cip 
ful Obedience of his ten Commandments, ye Su 
Ye vill find that as the Heavens are high above Ur 
e Earth, ſo great is his Mercy towards Ge 

em that fear im; and that as far as the my 

East is from the Welt, fo far will the Lord Na 
remove your Tranſgreſſions from you; and of 
that like as a. Father pitieth his Children, ſo Fre 
the Lord will pity you; for he knoweth Pe: 
5 N ur Frame, he remembereth that you are Sul 
Fe t Duſt; for the Mercy of the Lord is zer 
from everlaſting to everlaſting, upon them the 
-* that fear him; and his ightcouſneſs Inj1 
unto Children's Children; to ſuch as kcepi anc 
his Covenant, and to thoſe that remem-·¶ Da 
ber his Commandments to do them, the 

| | hearkening to the Voice of his Words; for ing 
in his due n. he will ſhew who is the Da 
bleſſed and Potentate, the King of Co 
Lord of Londs, and and therefore Ser 


which - : 


. — 


r 
highly worthy of all your Obedience, who 
only hath Immortality dwelling in che Light, 
which no Man can approach unto, whom no 
Man hath ſcen nor cn ſee; to whom be. 
Honour and Power everlaſting. Amen. 

_ And now, O King, Lords, and Commons, 
who are our Legiſlators in all temporal 
Things; in alk which I will obey every | 
Ordinance. of Man for the Lord's ſake, from 
the King on the Throne down to the mean- 
eſt Officer in the Land; and I love and pray 
for you all: But give me leave to tell you, 
that in Matters relating to religious Prin- 
ciples, I differ from many of my Fellow 
Subjects, and cannot help it; for 1am 4 
Unitarian, and believe there is but onỹe 
God, and no other but He; and I found 
my Opinion not only on the Religion f 
Nature, but on the ſacred firſt Commandment 
of God, T hou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. 
From hencel inter, that God is but one fingle 
Perſon or Being: But if many of myFellow» _ 
Subjects believe God is a Quarter of a Do- 
zen of Perſons, or Half a Dozen, or a Dozen, 
they do not injure me at all, neither do 1 
injure them. I am alſo a Sabbath-Keeper, - 
and I believe it my Duty to keep the Seventh 
Day Sabbath; and I ground my Opinion on 
the Creation of God in fix Days; his reſt- 
ing, bleſſing, and ſanctifying the Seventh 
Day, and particularly on the ſacred fourth |} 
Commandment, which expreſty tells us, be i 
Seventh Da i the-Sabbath of the Lord thy 
3 8 Goa, 


* 
%, nin — 7 
—— — — — — 


* 


e : 
God, &c. and eſpecially on the Reafon that 
2 himſelf giveth in the Cloſe of that 


ommand, viz. For in ix Days the Lord made 


Heaven and Earth, the Sea and all that therein 
is, and refied the Seventh Day; wherefore the 
Lord bleſſed the Sabbath-Day, and hallowed it. 
But if, as above, my Fellow-Subjects keep 

the Firſt Day, they do me ho Injury, nei- 
ther do injure them at all: Vet tell me, 
O King, Princes and Senators, what Autho- 
rity had Con/tantine, or Pope Sykoe/ter the Firſt, 
to break this ſacred Commandment, to 

change or alter it to the Firſt Day, which 
God never commanded? Who gave them 
Authority to impoſe keeping the ſixth Day 
oñ account of Chriſt's Crucifixion, and the 
Firſt Day on account of his Reſurrection; 
When neither God nor his Prophets, -Chriſt 
nor any of his Apoſtles, commanded it? Was 
not this the Sin of Ferobcam ? 2 


And now I humbly intreat that 1 my 


come nigh unto you, and. lay your H 
upon your Breaſts, and in the, true Fear of 
God ſhew. What Authority you have to con- 
tinue this Change: of the Sabbath, or make 
Laws to forbid Men doing their Work. on 
the Sixth, -or on the Firſt Day of the 
Week; when God Almighty hath ſaid, Six 
Days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy Mor-; 
but the Seventh Day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God, &c. CT 
Muſt I not obey God rather than Men? 
aud yet ſuch Laws there is ng, in Force 
| OE OK 
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ar this Day, to fine or puniſh Men that do 


- their honeſt Work and abour on the Firſt 
1s Day; Which is a flat Contradiction to the 
2 ſacred fourth Commandment of God, and 
be a manifeſt Violation of it. 5 

+. And yet even thou, O King, and all thy 
; Lords and Senators, when ye go to your 
2 'Steeple-Houſes, or Places of Worſhip, you 
e, ſay over, or hire your Prieſts to ſay over for 


5 you, the Ten Commandments of God, 
q among them the Fourth; which ſays, Ihe 
— Seventh Day is the Sabbath of the Lord, &c. 
h to which Je pray, and ſay, Lord have Mercy 

mn —_— ana incline our Hearts to Reep this 
y Law. By which it is evident ye believe jg 4 
1 to be the Law of God, or elſe why d + 


1 ray God to incline your Hearts to cep it? | 
9 2 . SS | 6 * 
ft Vet is it not plain that you never intend to 
as keep it? and is not this a notorious downs" 
: right mocking of Od 
„Inox it is bold and plain-de in 

A me to tell you all of it; but Iwill appeal to 


* God, and to your on Conſcienees, if it be 

"ul not true; and therefore I beſeech you all to | 
a ponder on it, and give Glory to the God, | 
va of Heaven, and obey his ſacred Law. Re- 


he 2al that unrighteous Law about the Firſt 
is 4 and : ver up to all People their f 
TP free Liberty to work all the Six Days, and 


be keep the Seventh Day, as God commanded | 
them, and ſer them an Example; and regard 
no Popes, nor any of the vain Inventions of | 

| Men under Heaven 75 but fear God, and keep | 
"a; -> | K | his 
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bis CommanAments always, for this is the whole 
. od bar aw is. ee d 
Dos but repeal that Bill which forces Men 
to keep the Firſt Day, and leave the Subjects 
of the Land free, intirely free, to kee 
which Day of the Week they are perſwade 
in their own Conſciences is the true Sab- 
bath-Day; either that which the moſt high 
_ God, the Creator of Heaven and Ear 
hath commanded, or that which Pope Sy- 
ve / er and his proud Succeſſors have invented. 
And then, O King, Lords, and Commons, 
if you will but make one Reformation fur- 
ther; and that is, to free the People from 
all manner of Prieſts and Arch-Prieſts, and 
let no Soul be forced to pay them any thing 
dat all, but what is every Man's own free 
Will to give them; it being the undoubted 
manifeſt — Chriſt that his true Miniſ- 
ters ſhould always be content to ont, or to 
take uch Things as the People gave, or ſet 
_ - before them; it being the People's Right, 
their natural and Chriftian Right, not only 
to chuſe their own Miniſters, bur alſo to judge 
of them by their Fruits, whether they are 
. Wolves in Sheeps Clothing, or whether they 
are genuine Miniſters of Chriſt; and then 
to give them ſuch Things, as they need. 
I ſay, if you will thus free the People of 
all the Land, and thereby reſtore true pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity, I believe in my Heart, 
Soul, and Conſcience, that the Name of 


8 — 


King George the Second, and all KO 


and Senators, would ſhine throug 


4 | 
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Nations, and Generations of the World; 


and all the People of the Land, and their 


Childrens Children would have Cauſe as 


riſe up and call you bleſſed, 
For if you will but heave off the Load, 


the heavy Load of Prieſts and Arch-Pricfts, 


from the Shoulders of the People, that 


they may be free, and not forced RY 4 


any thing to a Prieſt, any more than a Pric 
ſhall be forced to preach to any of them 
then you will reſtore the Kingdom of Chriſt 


to its ancient Baſis, where Chriſt Jeſus him- 


ſelf, the great Prophet ſent of God, even 


this generous, glorious, and ever-memora- 
ble — ; Freely ye have received. freely 

But for Prieſts, hireling Prieſts, ti ſcEE 
the People's 
ſons, and peſter them in Law-ſuits, in the 


moſt inhuman, barbarous, and cruel man- 


ner, for their unreaſonable and Antich riſ- 
tian Demands of Tythes; as was practiſed 
in the Charlean Days upon Thouſands. of 


honeſt Quakers and others, who faw the 


Idleneſs and Voluptuonſneſs of the Prieſts, 
and could not with ir 
Conſciences) feed the greedy Mouths of 
ſuch Prieſts; it becometh thee, -O King, 


and thy noble Princes and wile Senators, 


C 3 do 


out ſinning againſt their 
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the Captain of our Salvation, original Oo 4 
founded it; who, when he ſent his DF 
ples to preach to the People, he gave cen? 
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and lowly Jeſus, who teach us — as 


5 192 

to redreſs the Grievances. of thy People 
and let the Oppreſſed go free. X Mu 
And when thy Subjects are freed from 


this Antichriſtian Bondage, the God of 
Heaven and Earth will raiſe up Shepherds 


that will feed his Flocks, not ſor filthy There 


ut of a ready Mind, that is, freely: A 
when the People, viz. the Flocks, perceive 
that the Shepherds whom they chuſe have 


no Paws, nor Claws, and do no Hurt nor 
Deſtroy in all the holy Mountain, but can cvi- 
dently ſee the Foot of the Lamb and Harm- 
leſſneſs of the Dove; for the People (the 
Flocks) are the true Judges, they will ſoon 
.Cry out to their true Shepherds, Freely you 
have given us, and freely we will give to you 7 


* 


Abart ſoever you have need + Take of our Woo 


take of our Milk; take even of our 2 
Eyes; for ye are the true Servants of God. 
and faithful Miniſters of the bleſſed meck 


he did, the pure and ſure Way to everlaſt- 


ing Peace and Happineſs: We will not muz- 
Ale your Mouths, for ye tread out the Corn 


of God's Word to us, and break to us the 
ſpiritual heavenly Food; we receive the 
upper Springs and the nether Springs, the 
precious Wine and Milk from you, without 


honey and without Price + Such Heaven- born 
Labourers in Chriſt's Vineyard as ye are, 
are not only worthy of your Meat, but alſo 
of double Honour. | 


| Thus 


mn 


ca ou at „ HIS Red d © fo 


| [3] 
Thus, mi 
- nators, will be the Language of all Chriſt's 
true Sheep; you need not force them in 
any wiſe; but if you will, contrary to all 
Equity, right Reaſon, .and Chriſtian Rule, 
deprive the Pcople of their native religious 


of hireling Prieſts upon them, it is then 
no Wonder the Sheep will not hear their Voice; 
for they know not the Voice of Strangers, whom 
perhaps they never ſaw before, nor heard 
of in all their Lives; for they know gene- 


n BW FProy and tear the Flock, as they often do, by 


a horrid Pride, filthy Lucre, and crucl Pros 
{ ſecutions. But if the true Shepherds come, 
in the free, and not hired, but humble p- 


rit of the great Shepherd, whoſe own*the 
Sheep are, becauſe they choſe - him, and 


and gladly hearken to his Words. 
e know full well, that our great and 
good Shepherd, who was the Door, and gave 


J 

k therefore know his Voice, they will follow him, 
5 * 
* 

bs * | 

n us a Rule to chuſe our Shepherds by, which 


e was, by their Fruits, never ſent us to-the 
e Emperor Tyberius Ceſar, nor to King Herod; 
8 but it being a Matter purely of a religidus 


71 Nature, neither Cz/ar nor Herod had any 


n MM thing to do with it; for the People were 


, evermore to Judge for themſelves, agreeable 
0 to that excellent Apoſtolick Rule, Chuſe you 
een Men, whom we may appoint, &c. where 
„ you plainly ſee that the Choice of Miniſters 
| | | | to 


ghry Prince, Nobles, aud Se- 
Rights and Privileges, and impoſe Swarms 


rally that Hirelings come not but for to d- 


£5] 
70 officiate i in religious tions, Was 
in the People ; 7 84 what a glorious 
Choice they made; for they choſe, among o- 
chers, Stephen who was the firſt brave and pious 
Soul has laid down his Life for Chriſtianity 
againſt perſecuting Prieſts; therefore I know 
that it appertainet notunto thee, O George, to 
chuſe a Miniſter for me; no, nor for thee to 
chuſe a E to any 'of thy Subjects; bur 
_ they oug ke, according to the Goſpel and 
Reaſon, always to chule for — and 
them fn they ſec juſt Cauſe. \ 
'hou-ſeeft, O King, that I deal plainly 
with thee, and with all thy Nobles and 
Senators; I truſt you will not take any thin 
ill chat I have wrote; for God knowet 
that 1 love von, and will do you all the 
| — T can, but hurt to none: Why then 
Id you "hurt me, or ſuffer any Perſons 
to do me harm. 

Perhaps the Prieſts may think I have no great 
Love to them, but rather quite the reverſe, 
and the Arch-Priefts no doubt will join 
with 'em; but I do affure you, that I have 
no want of Love to any of their Perſons; 
for I am firmly perſwaded, that if you re= 
move their heavy Weight from off ont 
Shoulders, and leave us all free, intirely 
free, to our Choice, that then the Prieſts will 
be ten times ten better Men, and may ſoon 
come to taſte: ſo much of true and real Chris 
ſtianity, as that they may have Cauſe to. 
Ro + Ga, that ever they ſaw primitive and 
: N 
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bare Chriſtianity reſtored in Englond befote 


any other Nation. 
ut as the Prieſts are eldem or never tile 
firſt in a Reformation, ſo in this Archer * 
now greatly defired, it is likely t 
will be the laſt; yet whenever that 175 
Day ſhall come, ſhall not expect to 
ſo mueh as two Deiſts, nor one "Atheiſt, in 


the Kingdom. 


And now, my Lord O King, and ye Ru- 
lers and Legiſlators of the Land, confider, 
I humbly intreat you, how unreaſonable it 
is that I ſhould require or demand Money 
of Men for my Miniſtrations in the Golpel, 
when thofe Men on whom I demand Money 
never heard me preach, nor partook of my 
Miniftrations, II Ul it be end ugh for me to 
tell em that the Doors wor open, and 
they might have come? or will it be ſuffi- 
cient for me, if that I could tell rhem. rhe 
Pope fent me, or my old Friend William 
Wake (called Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury) ſent me? or if 1 could tell them tha 
Ceſar ſent me, what would all this f nify 
to them? for if the Men I demanded 


of were of the true primitive —_— that is, 
if they were Chriftians that retain' 


the Goſ- 

I Rules, they would tell me that they 

new nothing of the Pope, and that their 
Maſter Chriſt Jeſus order'd them not to e- 
erciſe Authority, &c. And as to my Friend © 
William Wale, (whom I call'd Lord Arch» - 
biſhog of ' Conterbury,) they neyer a him, 


nor 


b . 


ads 
nor ever heard their Maſter give any ſuch 
Titles; and therefore ſuppos/d, he neither 
| ſent him or me; and as to Cæſar, they 
would render to him that which belong'd 
to Cæſar, in all temporal Things, as Cu/ior 
to whom Cuftom is due; bur in all Spirituals, 
2 muſt render to God the Things that are 
God's; and that Cæſar, nor any Legiſlators 
of this World, had any thing to do with 
| 2 Miniſters or Creeds on them, 
their Maſter's Kingdom not being of this World, 
and therefore could not be ſubject to Ceſar. 
. And beſides, they had a*Meaſure of God's 
Spirit given to every one of them, to 2 
Withal; and that was ſufficient to direct 
them whom to chuſe, and whom to refuſe ; 
and that my demanding Money or Tythes 
of them for Preaching, who neither heard 
me nor ever choſe me, was a Manifeſtation 
to them that I was not in the true Chriſtian 
Spifit, and that I did not follow Chriſt their 
Maſter, nor obſerve his Command, viz. 
M batſoever you would that Men ſhould do to 
vou, do likewiſe - For we have Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that if any of us ſhould demand Mo- 
ney or Tythes of thee for Preaching, thou 
would not give us any at all; and by 
the ſame Parity of Reaſon thou ought 
not to demand of us; and if thou waſt a 
ſtttrue Miniſter of our Maſter, we know thou of 
# wouldſt preach freely, according ig the Abi- 
lity which God giveth, and not demand any 
thing of us; but leave that tous, give. or 
1 ">  - * 3 ane 


XI 8 

thee ſuch Things as we think thou haſt need 

of, and we are free to give 
. Here they were ſo cloſe and home upon 
me, I knew not what to anſwer; at laſt 1 
found there was. no other —_ but ho- 
neſtly | xo up the Cauſe; or e ſe fall into 
the old Popiſ Way, and tell them of my 
carnal Weapons, that I had Writs for them, 
Law-ſuits, Diſtreſſes, drive away their Cat- 
tle, take away their Pots and Pans, and 
their very Beds they lay on; put their Bodies 
in cold Priſons, and there let them lie and 
die: Upon which ˖ they look'd at one ano- 
ther, and ſaid, this is nothing elſe but what 
our dear Maſter foretold us of, and then 
turned to me and ſaid, the Lord give thee 
a Sight of thy Darkneſs, that thou may'ſt 
repent, and find Acceptance with God; how 
little doſt thou deſerve the Name of a Chriſ⸗ 
tian, and how much leſs a Miniſter of Chriſt: 
For Tythes belong not to Chriſtians ; but, 
when that Law was in Force, were given 
to the 'T'ribe of Levi, to maintain the Poor, 
the Fatherleſs, and the Widow, that there 
might be no Poor in Iſrael; for the Sons of 


Aron the High-Prieſt, and becauſe the Tribe = 


of Levi had no other Inheritance. But now, - 


as there was a Change of the Prieſthood, ſo alſo 


there was a Change of the Law, viz. a Change 
of that Law which required Tythes; that 
now their High-Prieft Chriſt Jeſus being ar 
the Right Hand of God in Heaven, and not 
on Fail, it was utterly unlawful for Chriſ 


—  ———— — —  — 


7 


| 


© 
Second * * 59 1 20 
cept the Bigots) clearly ſee the Equity and 
1 0. 1 of — primitive Liber- 
PL in Matters purely religious, and not ſuf- 
ering one Set of Preachers to lord it over. 
others, nor to make any Demands upon them 
t Hell- 


41 


tians to pay Tythes; for that would be ta- 


_— deny that Chriſt was come in the 
E 


; and therefore if. they muſt be perſe- 


cuted by Antichriſtian Prieſts, for not pay 


ing them Tythes, they hoped their Maſter 
would enable em to: ſuffer 2 for his 
ſake, and endure all the 1 


wiſe. Senators, I have laid before your 
Faces a ſhort. plain View of the Unreaſon- 


ableneſs of your ſuffering any one: Sect or 
Denomination of People, to tyranize, op- 

preſs, or make Demands. of any other Sect 
on account of their pretended 
ns; which the other receive no 


of Chri s 


Benefit by, nor ever ſo much as hear them; 


but what they do give, is freely to their own 


Miniſters, when they judge they have need. 
I can pretty eaſily perceive that, in this 
Age and Time, not only King George the 


whatſoever, You alſo plainly ſee, 


born Principle of Perſecution, how horrid: 
it is, and what Murders and Miſchiefs it has 
done all over the World: Now the Way, 
the true Way, yea, perhaps the only Way, 
to cut the Sinews of all. Perſecutio * to 

e 


e Inhumanity they 
ſhould inflict on them. 10013 | 7911 
Thus, mighty Prince, noble Lords, and 


ators (ex- 


* 
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take away the Money; for that is che evil 


Root from which it grows, and the righ- 


teous Lord and Judge of all the Earth hath 


ven me a Sight of it, and hath drawn me 
Peth to lay the Axe to the Root of it; an 
evil Tree that Prieſts have raiſed up, and 


eaten the curſed. F ruits of, more than any | 


other Set of Men in the World. _ 


That Murderer Cain was the firſt that 


taught the Hclliſh Trade, by hating and kil- 


ling his innocent Brother, merely on a reli- 


gious Account: And wherefore hated he him? 
becauſe his own Works were evil, and his Bro- 
ther's righteous ;, the one a eren hate» 
ful Murderer, the other an 

ſincere Worſhipper. 


cious Men, that the Prieſts and Arch-Prieſts, 
of one ſort or another of em, do ſuck out 


of the Bowels of this Nation no leſs than 


ſeventeen hundred thoufand Pounds every 
Year that paſſes over our Heads. | 


Whether it be ſo, or, as others think, and : 
have ſaid, a great deal more, I leave you to 


of your ſerious Conſideration ; what Good is 


done in the Nation for this vaſt prodigious, 


almoſt incredible Sum of Money ; or rather 


indeed, if one may ſpeak freely, what Evil 


is done by it? are thoſe that are call? 


Epiſcoparians any better Chriſtians or Sub: 
jects than thoſe that are call'd Diſſenters? 


nay rgther, are latter, generally 


ſpeaking, 4 * - 


oneſt , upright. 
It is thought by ſome very wiſe judi- 


judge; but this I humbly conceive is worthy *%- | 
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the Epiſ ans? ſure ly none at 


no Churc 


; SE - 
| ſpeaking, mot ſober Men than the former? 
and. as the Diſſenters maintain their own 
Miniſters freely of themſelves, why may not, 
nay, why ought not, Epiſcoparians to do the 
fame alſo? 1s there any Reaſon that they 
0 


ſhould live and prey on the Diſſenters, 2 


are by far the ſmaller Body, any more 
that the Diſſenters ſhould live and | prey upon 
the Epi I; there- 
fore all the Laws in the World can never 
make that reaſonable and natural, which is 
unreaſonable and unnatural; no more than 
they can make a falſe Propoſition a true one. 
And now, O King, Lords, and Commons, 
J am not unſenſible what childiſh Scoffs, and 
vain filly Conjectures ſome ſelſ- intereſted 
Men put upon this moſt reaſonable and equi- 
table . 6 al, viz. that then we ſhall have 
n es at all, or at moſt very few. 
1 1 5 is ſo weak, or rather falſe, 
that we all know full well, that in the two 
or three firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, when they 
had no eſtabliſſ'd Churches, but, on the oon- 
trary, all the cftabliſh'd Religions of the 


World, in a manner, were againſt the Chriſ- | 


tians, yet they grew, increas d, and multi- 
| py d abundantly, over three Parts of the 
World: All their Miniſters either working 
with their own Hands, as the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles himſelf did, and taught o- 
thers to do ſo; or, if they could not, liv'd 
contentedly of the free „ forced) Alms 
of the Churches to whom they me 


gute rable People; 
ty Vears Time, have inercas d fo as to be 


TheTruth of what L hene ſad i wel EW. 
to all honeſt Men who have but peep'd a lit= 
tle into Antiquity, or indeed bur look'd into 
their New Teſtaments with Care and Impar- 
tiality. 

But, moſtmigh ghey P rince gerte and Sena 
tors, you need not ſcard with ſuch gr ground- 


lefs Carmiiſes ; that if you take the Money 


and Tythes away, that chen there will be no 
Churches nor Freachi - for now you have 
before Eyes, in this pre nt Age in which we 
all live, a very flagrant Inſtance to the con- 
trary; and that is in a confiderable Bo- 
dy 01 Chriſtians call'd Oxakers, who are no 


5 in about ſeven- 


pread all over the pen and not only 
this, but alſo Scotland and Ireland; yea, 
they ſtretch'd themſelves ſo far, as to reach 
the American Shores, Theſe Chriftians, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, are abundantly furniſhed * 
with Miniſters” without Money and without 
_ LM they ſeldom or hardly ever give 
any Mo * Preaching ; or it they ſhould 
cr it, their Miniſters would not take it, 
except it be on ſome Emergencies, as Jars 
neſs, low Ci eig nn x MM ces 
preach the Goſpel 
and Cartle, by wy See, 125 mg os 
in all which Caſes, and Tha) others, they 
readily and chearfully relieve, not only their 


Miniſters, but all their — it is 
very 8 _ . ding they 


have | 


. 19 
have rr nor Mone y- Preachers a. 
mong them at all, yet they do as 2 

meet and worſhip in their Aſſemblies as 
any Chriſtians that I know in the Land. 

And I very believe that their Worſhip is 
truly as ſpiritual, and their Minds as intent 
upon God, and upon Things that are good; 
and their Miniſters Preaching generally tend- 
ing to promote and ſet up the Kingdom of 

Chriſt in the Hearts of Men, and to root out 
and deſtroy Sin, in all its ſinful Appearances, 
as in any other religious Aſſemblies in the 
Nation; and muſt needs ſay, what is well 
known, that I am well acquainted with all 
the different Denominations, and hope I can 
truly and with a good upright Conſcience, ſay 
that I have proved all Things, and laid hold 

on that which believe is good, and well plea- 
ſing in the Sight of God; to N his ſacred 
ten Commandments with Care, tearing God, 


and hating Covetouſneſs, and doing that 
which is right in his Sight, tho* many times 
grieving when I come ſhort within myſelf, 

and praying to God that I may walk more 
watchfully hereafter. . OT 
Now I appeal to thee, O King, and 


"ran they are all here alive 
ay. 


{4] 3 
us this 

y. And it is very remarkable that the 
Forefathers of theſe Men ſtood firm as a Rock 
againſt all the furious Perſecutions of Prelates 


and Prieſts, in the cruel Times of Charles the 


Second; when, as I mention'd before, there 
was no jeſs than four thouſand of *em in one 


Priſon or another in this Kingdom; ſo that | 


uy rincipally, and the honeſt "Baptiſts, 
2 . Heat of the Day, and 


= blunted the Edge of the Perſecutionz 


till their Perſecutors were w and a- 
ſham'd of their Drudge 
Cruelties. See Sewell's Hi 

I am well affar'd that 


made the 


of the Qua tters. 


greateſt Reformation from 5 


Darkneſs and Superſtition, of any — wn: Nh 


the Days of the A 
Point th the Sab 


in which the truly 


honeſt Seventh-Day Sabbath-keepers, have | 
p'd them: for- as Chriſt { Sn. #3 | 
the Sabbath — | 1 


certainly out ſtri 
himſelf tells us 
for Man, ſo it is doubtleſs the Du ary: OA: 

to keep it, for his good; and to Glory 


. his Creator, that blefſed and ſanctifec Tg 
Aged gave us an eternal and univerfal Rea 


for our Keeping it, in the Cloſe of aro] 


Sacred fourth Commandment; viz. for in fix. 
Days the Lord made Heaven and Earth; be 
Sea: am all that therein is, and reſtel t 


event h- Day; vberefore the Lord: * * 
Sabbath- Do „ and hallowed it. 

And cho they PIER ſat ene an 
1 1 ' * : 3 | 


ry, and mercileſs 


is- People 2 TE 


Sa world except in that one 7 
th; 5 
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ene Point or two, concerni 


where the God of Heaven and Earth otigi- 
Ba 


| bol the Sabbath-Day, in Obedience to 


121 


FFK ‚‚ n Sabbath, 


and may have ſtretch'd a little too far i in 
their not de- 
Houſes, or Nation, 


fending their Perſons, 


it Oc. = gencrally al all the wiſeſt of them 
oon, — if chere be any Sabbath to be kept, 


tis the Seventh-Day Sabbath; and I do be- 


eve that if the Choice of the Sabbath was 
| Intirely free, and no way forced by human 


Laws, and that Pcople were at Full CNS 


do keep that Day which they thought m 
- agreeable to the ſacred Law of God, — 


to follow their upright Conſciences therein, 


I am firmly perſwadedthat the People call'd 


ers would not be the laſt of all the 


bes to bring back the ſacred Sabbath, and 


ſet it upon its ancient Baſis, the Seventh Day, 


nally founded it; and tho the Pnpiſ's have 


ſet up the Firſt Day, and Mahometans the 
Sixth Day, yet I can truly ſay, as my bleſ- 
ſed Lord did on a like Occaſion, viz. From the 
Tings it was not ſo; for the great Creator 


of all 1 the Seventh Day the Sab- 


bath; what — God hath joined —_— 


tet not Man put aſunder. 
This I am well aflured of, that to kee 


5 


and not to Men, has a Natural Tendency in 
it to draw Mens Minds off the World, and 


up to God; to leave the World, as it were, 
for a Day; to contemplate and ſer our 
Affections 3 — 


4 
— 
— 
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the 
ritual Worſhip, admiring his Wonderful 
Works, owning and adoring him, the moſh 
high God, and Framerof all Things; there» 
fore God tells his People, ye ſoall keep my 
Sabbath, that it may be a Sign” between me und 
the Children of Iſrael, that 
do ſanctify' you; and the ſame Sign it will be 
to all the Spire Children of 1/rae) to the. 
End of Time. | . 


Conſider, O King, and all ye Nobles ant - 


Counſellors of our Land, what Authority 
has the Pope to command you to keep the 
firſt Day of the Week, which God never 
commanded; and why ſhould you obey 
this proud Man, even to this Day, rather 
than God? what good did he ever to any of 
ou? what good did he ever do to thee, O 
ing, or to thy II luſtrious Anceſtors, that 


that ſuch Men as he invented and it | 
2 Mankind, againſt the Law of God? 
Almighty tells us, they that - howour 
me I will honour; but they that deſpiſe" me 


thou ſhouldft ſtill keep up his foppiſh 8 
8 


all be lightly efteemed. Good old Moſes _ 


he was a prime Magiſtrate, as thou art, and 
he honoured God, and he directed Men to 
obey God, and honour him; he. cries out, 
did ever People hear the Voice of God, ſpeaking © 
out of the miu of the Fire as thou didft,, &c. Un- 
to thce it was ſhewed, that tho mighteſt know 
that the Lord, be is G; there is none elſe be- 

fide him; he knew of no Trinity, no _—_ | 
E - } | | O 


iy and Mind for more pure and ſpi- 1 


am the Lord that © 
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8 
$6: 2 
of Perſons: but he is God, there is none elſe he- 
Ades bim. Out of Heaven he made thee to hear 
tis Voice, that he might inſtruct thee +. and upon 
Earth be. mnde thee to ee his. great Fire, and 
thou: heardft his Words out of the midſt of the 
Fire. Thus gloriouſly was the ſacred Ten 
Commandments delivered, and among the 
reſt the Fourth; I will appeal to thee O 
King, and all you Princes and Senators, is it 
not ten A mes better and fitter for 


Tou all, to God, the Fountain of all 
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Good, and is di vine Laws, thoſe ſacred 
ten —— 2 than to regard the 
Pope, or any of his vain unſcriptural human 
Inventions. 

Let the plain honeſt ueſtion be put in the 
Score of your Hearts, but in the open and 
. naked Sight of him with whom you have to 
do, Whether you will obey God or Man, 

Chriſt or the Pope, the Ten nandments 


of God or the Traditions and vain Inven 


{ 1 tions of Men: And let thy Royal Heart, 


— „ 
— 
_ - o = — — 
— — —— - 
2 *- Dd 
* * 


and the Noble and contrite Spirits of all you 
Lords and Senators of our Land, make 
diligent Search, and anſwer it in the true ; 
Fear of God; And as the Grace of God hath 
appeared unto you, and to all Men, teach- 
ing them and you to deny all Ungodlineſs 
and ſinful Luſts, and to live ſoberly and 
righteouſſy ih this preſent World, ſo ee the 
Lowe of God ſpring up in your Hearts, and. 
demonſtrate your 1 to him, by obeyi as ; 
"oo 1 RE the Things that he __ 
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Commanded; and do not mock God any} 


- 


1 ge 196-4355] | N 1 
8 . the Pope quite off your Shoulders, 


and all his Inventions of red Letter Days, 
 Chriftmaſs-Day, and , eee Cruci- 
fixion-Day, and Reſurrection- 
ſion-Day, Andrew s- Day, and 
and all the whole Catalogue of Saints-Days; 
not one of which God ever commanded; 
take all the Popiſh Rubbiſh of every kind, 
throw it upon the Thames, ſend it to Tyber, 


Pay, and Aſcen- 
hony's- Day, 


and ſay, from Rome ye came, and to Rome us 


fend you, again. 


Good old Moſes, who was faithful in all 
the Houſe of God, he never ſet up a Day for 
Abel nor Enoch, nor for Noah, no, nor for 


Abraham, Iſaac, or Jacob, becauſe God had 


not. commanded ir; neither did the holy 
Prophet Feſus (the Prophet like unto 440 750 
nor any of his Apaſtles, becauſe God had 
not commanded tgemn. 


But when a certain Ruler came to/Chrifth . 


with this momentous Queſtion, worthy o 


every Ruler in the whole World to ask, vis. 


Gooa Maſter, what ſhall I do to inherit eter- 
nal Life? it is worthy of all your Obſerva- 
tion, that after Chriſt had ſet him right in 
the true Unitarian. Principle, and corrected 


him, ſaying why calle thou me good; there 


is none Ceſſentially good but one, that is 'God. 
Then in anſwerto theRuler's Noble Queſtion, 
[Chriſt gives this glorious Precept; if. 1b 


woa enter into Life, wum | | 


(61 3 
of olds, Chriſt does not bid him obſerve the 
raditions and idle filly Inventions of Men, 


but bids him keep the aments. 

Now therfore, O Kung, hearken to m 
Words, I befeech thee, and don't take an 
Thing amiſs that 1 have wrote unto thee ; 
for 1 ſincerely love thee,. and ſuffered for 


ie ſake of thy Royal Family, during che 


time of the Rebellious Mobs in Stafforaſbire; 
where the often, yea, very often, threa- 
ned to kill me; and once came about three. 


loeoxe of em, before m houſe, bidding, Damm 


their Blood, and fi their Spi — if they 
did not pull down my Hole be dre the 
Wife ve Ly then 1 _ 


lepr, 
Child ſhe "Ja not know that ſhe ad an 


hour tb go of her Time; yet thoſe inhuman 
crab continued roaring, Down with the 
Houſe, a long time, till at laſt, by the In- 


treaties of ſome Neighbours, and throwing 


ſome Money to em out at the Windows, 
they march d away to drink the Money; but 
before they went, ſome of em to ſpite me 
and my Wife, kneeled down on the Step of 
my Door, and drank the Pretender's Health, 
by the Name of King James the Third. 

Now all this Hatred they bore to me, was 
not for any Harm I ever did to any of them; 

for I have relieved ſome of em ſeveral Times 
both before and ſince; but it was for the 
firm Affection which they knew I bore 10 
thy Royal Father, to thee, and thy Royal 


05 amily, and becauſe 1 bad at * 
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| thy. Nut in God, need'ſt not 


7 


| houſe or Town Meetings, deftindecs 8 


Right our Nation had to ſettle the Sueceſſion 


of = Croyn-in thy Illuſtrious Family; and 


if thou, O King, wilt do juſtly and righteouſ- 


ly by all thy People impartially, and fear 


that God who gave thee thy. Breath, and in 


whoſe Hand hy Life is, and wilt love God | 


with all thy Heart and So and his 
ſacred ten — weeds achtelly, ond | 
call the Sabbath a Delight, the holy of the Lord, 
hanourable, and ſbalt honour him, (not the 
Pope nor the Inventions of Prelates or- — 3 
#0t doing thine cum Mays, nor finding thius own 
Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking i thine _ — 95 
pou worldly 


Cod bi. dau 3. ve 
' Pope ) ee d 77 | 


the Lord, which thou wilt find to | 
worldly: Pleaſures as far as the Sun __ 

the Moon, and will take away the 
of Death from che; and inftead- thereo 
r ounded Hope 2 
thou del 70 God and to an eternal 
. and he will cnnld thee to ride e 5 


the high Places of the Earth 
W 8 & all rf 
Enemies under Heaven. 5 5 


And if thy Nobles, thy Counſellors,” | 
Senators, and Judges, will join with thee in 
this Heaven-bornWork of Re formarion, free= 


ing the People from the heavy Loads of 


Prieſts and Arch-Prieſts, from ythes and 
a manner * Payments _— to . 


ſo that whatever we give them, it may be 
freely of our own Accord, and not forced 
by any Means whatever; but that all the 
Subjects of the Land may have perfect 
Liberty to worſhip God in that Way 
which they think 1s moſt agreeable to his 
divine Will, in all fpiritual Things; 
none mak ing us afraid; that Judah may not 
ven Ephraim, nor Ephraim exvy Judah ; not 
lording it one over the other, but living in 
Love and Peace; not demanding Money on 
account of any ſpiritual Miniſtrations, but 
being content with ſuch Things as the People 
they miniſter to think fit to give unto them, 
according to the pure and precious Rules of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the excellent 
Examples of primitive Chriſtianity : I ſay, if 
Fou will join Heart and Hand in this Hea- 
ven-born Work, you will attract the Eyes 
of all Europe upon you, and give a Goſpel 
Example to all the World to- do ſo too. 
Fear not, the eternal God will be your Nee 
fuge, and his everlaſting Arms will ſupport 
you; the wiſe Men of all your neighbour- 
ing Nations will ſay of us; as good old Moſes | 
did in his Swan-like Song, Ho art thou, 
O lfrael; who is like unto thee, O People, ſa- 
2 — | OWE TO. 
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